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JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program
(Long-Term)
	General Information 
on
 Improvement in Children’s Learning


This information pertains to one of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)’s Knowledge Co-Creation Program (Long-Term). This program will be implemented as part of the Official Development Assistance of the Government of Japan based on bilateral agreement between both governments.
1. Background                    　　      　　　                   　
With a view to accelerate economic growth, the Government of Burkina Faso has prioritized human resource development in “Plan National de Développement Economique et Sociale 2016-2020”, highlighting the importance of quality of education. The government has also developed the national education sector plan such as “Programme de Développement Stratégique de l’Education de Base (PDSEB 2011-2020) ” or “Plan Sectoriel de l’Education et de la formation (PSEF 2017-2030) ”, and set the “development of competence necessary   for the socio-economic development of Burkina Faso” as the vision of national education. In terms of the objectives for the basic education, the priority is given to the global access to the primary education by 2020, the improvement of quality of education at all level, and the better performance of education system of which includes efficient deconcentrated and decentralized management. 
In Burkina Faso, although net enrolment rate of primary education is improved to 78.65% (2018), survival rate to the last grade is 68.84% (2017), and the gross graduation rate from primary education is 46.60% (2018). Improvement of learning achievement of mathematics is one of the top priorities, as the PASEC results 2014 revealed that around 40% of pupils on the last grade does not reach to sufficient competency threshold on mathematics and readings. 
The Ministry of National Education, of Literacy and the Promotion of National Language (MENAPLN) in Burkina Faso is actually developing the new textbook, teacher’s guide and workbook for children based on the new curriculum approved in 2017. In this context, it is necessary to develop human resources of the MENAPLN that can analyses contribute to the conduct assessment of teaching ant pupils’ learning outcome, to check and ensure implementing curriculum effectively in Burkina Faso.
JICA conduct long-term training course, “Program for Improvement in children’s learning”, for contributing to improve children’s learning. This time, the theme of training is focused on mathematics and science education end on teaching and learning assessment. 

2. Objectives                        　　　   　　                   　
The objective of this Program is to train personnel of the MENAPLN who will be in charge of mathematics and science education end on teaching and learning assessment after completing the program in Japan. This program offers opportunities for such personnel to study at graduate courses for master’s degree in Japanese graduate schools as international students (hereafter referred to as participants). Beyond acquisition of skills and knowledge, this program also intends to have the participants understand and get familiar with the contexts of Japanese culture and systems. The expected outcome of the program is that competent personnel with Master’s degree are produced to support the MENAPLN to run national assessment of mathematics.
3. Program Outline                                                         
(1) Program Title: Improving in Children’s Learning
(2) Language of the Program: English

(3) Duration: Oct, 2020 – Oct, 2022 (2 years)
(4) Numbers of Participants: Two (2)
· One (1) person for mathematics and science education

· One (1) person for teaching and learning assessment 
(5) Target Participants: Government officials who will be in charge of above-mentioned fields of work after completing the program in Japan. 
(6) Contents of the Program

	Graduate Course Program
	Master’s degree course 
· Lecture and Practical Subject

· Research works for the thesis

· Field Research and other additional activities in Japan and/or Home Country

   * It will be planned in accordance with the research theme and the consultation with the supervising professor.

	Additional Special Program
	JICA will provide Short-term Special Program in order to have the participants understand and get familiar with the contexts of Japanese culture and systems.


4. Fields of Study at Japanese Universities                                                         
The academic fields covered by the program are as listed below
· Mathematics Education
· Curriculum Development, 
· Educational Evaluation and Assessment
· Comparative Education

5. Application Qualifications and Requirements                  
Applicants shall satisfy the following requirements:
	(1) Nationality
	· Citizens of the target countries (Burkina Faso)

	(2) Education
	· At least 16 years of academic background or equivalent

· A bachelor’s degree

	(3) Working Experience /Status
	Applicants are required:

· to have more than 5 years working experience at their current organizations, and

· to obtain permission for application from their current organizations.

	(4) English Proficiency
	· Adequate English proficiency, both in written and oral communication, in order to complete the master’s degree. 

	(5) Understanding  of the Program
	· Applicants are required to have clear understanding of the objectives of the Program, and have a strong will to contribute to improve national assessment of mathematics as well as to strengthen the linkage between their countries and Japan after returning home.
· Applicants are expected to be in charge of national assessment of mathematics after completion of the Program.

	(6) Others
	Applicants must:
· both physically and mentally fit for the program,
· not receiving or planning to receive a scholarship offered by other foreign organizations,
attend the activities on the weekends in unavoidable　circumstances(ex. official exam)
※Pregnant applicants are not recommended to apply due to the potential risk of health and life issues of mother and fetus.


6. Procedures and Required Documents for Application                                                            
Each applicant is required to submit the following documents by the deadline set by JICA Burkina Faso Office. 
	Application Documents
	(1) Application Form (Annex 1) consists of:
· Declaration of desired university placement: 1st and 2nd choice 
· Personal Information 
· Research plan

· Education Background
· Work Experiences
· Details of Current and Previous Employment
· Career Plan after Graduation
· Research plan
· Consent for joining this program from current employer /organization
(2) Undergraduate degree graduation certificate
* Must contain all the grades earned in the university. 
* Notarized copies of the original which officially certified.
* Written in English or accompanied with official translation
(3) Academic transcript
* Must contain all the grades earned in the university. 
* Notarized copies of the original which officially certified.
* Written in English or accompanied with official translation

(4)  A letter of recommendation from home country’s government, Japanese company, Embassy of Japan, Japanese university, if you have

 *Additional recommendation letter may require through selection procedure**

(5) A copy of Passport with photo (for checking nationality, name, sex, and date of birth. National ID and birth certificate are acceptable if you do not have Passport. Certified English translation must be attached if ID is not written in English)

(4) 2 ID Photos (4 cm×3 cm ) pasted on application form (Original and copy) and another 6 same photos . 
(5) Check List(Annex 4)
(6) Health certificate to be submitted after the Selection


7. Deadline for Application                        　                                    
January 31st , 2020 to JICA Burkina Faso Office 
8. Selection Procedures (Tentative)                         　                                    
* Any costs incurred during the selection procedures including travel expenses to selection venues will NOT BE COVERED by JICA.

* The reasons for disqualification on each selection procedure will NOT BE DISCOLSED.

(1) Selection Procedures
【1st Step】1st Screening of the Application Documents by JICA

Period: Beginning of February 2020

JICA will conduct the screening whether the applicants meet the program’s aim and match the target fields by the documents submitted. Applicants who passed the 1st screening will submit the Research Plan to JICA. The format of research plan will be sent to the applicants who passed the 1st screening.

【2nd Step】2nd Screening of the Application Documents by JICA

Period: - Mid- February- Beginning of March 2020

JICA will conduct the screening whether the applicants meet the program’s aim and match the target fields by conducting interviews via Skype or TV conference system. The interview will be conducted jointly by JICA and University. The date and time of interview will be informed later.
【3rd Step】Official Application to Universities”
Period: Mid-March - Beginning of April 2020
Applicants who passed 2nd Step will apply to Japanese Universities. The applicants must submit the application documents required by the University. University will conduct an interview with the applicants for selection via Skype or TV Conference system. The date and time of interview will be informed later (Tentative period: end April – beginning of May).  
Announcement of application results will be done by the end of May 2020. Applicants have to submit health certificate by the format defined by JICA.

 (2) Approval of the Successful Candidates

Successful candidates passing the selection will be officially approved as participants of the program by the end of May 2020. An official application form for the JICA program of each approved participant will be filled out and officially submitted to JICA for formal procedures. 
9. General Rules and Conditions of Participants                                                           
(1) Expenses to be borne / Not to Be Borne by JICA 
JICA will provide the following expenses for participant of the program that is equivalent to similar JICA schemes.
· Tuition at Japanese university master’s degree programs
· Allowances for living expenses, outfit, shipping etc. See below for more details.
· A round-trip airfare
Other costs should be covered by the participants’ organizations or other individuals.
	Expense category
	Payment amount
	Payment frequency

	Tuition (official examination fees, entrance fees, course fees) 
	Actual cost
	Every semester

	Living allowance*1
	\143,000～\148,000
	Every month

	Airfare
	Actual costs
	Upon arrival in Japan and upon returning home 

	Outfit allowance (general outfit and shipping）
	\106,000
	Once (upon arrival in Japan) 

	Moving allowance (lump-sum payment for rental contract)  
	Up to JPY164,000-224,000 
	Once (during the training period) 

	Research Support Expenses *2 
	Actual costs (Up to 360,000 per year) 
	


*1: Living allowance varies according to living area, type of accommodation, etc.
*2: The grant which support your research, such as purchase of books or necessary equipment, participation fees for academic conference, research trips, etc. can be provided via your university. Maximum amount of grant is 30,000 yen per month (360,000 yen per year), and can be disbursed with the approval of your supervisor.
JICA will NOT bear costs other than the allowances described above. JICA is not responsible for the following expenses: 

(1) Passport fees (for re-issuance and extensions, etc.) 

(2) Visa fees of a transit country and transportation expenses to obtain Visa 

(3) Transportation expenses to obtain Japanese Visa 

(4) Domestic travel expenses in the home country 

(5) Departure tax 

(6) Airport tax/airport facility charges outside of Japan, including third countries 

(7) Customs duty 

(8) Excess baggage charges 

(9) Compensation for lost and/or damaged baggage 

(10) “no show charge” to the transit airport hotel (non-refundable) 

(11) Lost - ticket fee 

(12) Accommodation fee for day-use hotel in return flight 

(13) Transportation expenses other than official programs 

(14) Telephone bill or mini-bar tab at accommodation 

Note: If participant does not follow the regulation of JICA, the participant may have to bear such other cost of necessary expenses.
(2) Inviting your family・

1. You need deep consideration and adequate preparation in advance. To keep both your academic and private life smooth and comfortable with your family in Japan, 
2. You should be responsible for all expenses and should take all necessary procedures　regarding inviting your family to Japan.

3. JICA does not provide any support or additional financial assistance other than issuing　certain documents necessary for the invitation procedure.
10. Annex                                                           
Annex 1. Application Form
Annex 2. Form of Recommendation Letter
PAGE  
 1 / 7

[image: image1][image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg]


